Open House

Neighbourhoo

Gavin and Marie-Dominique

Jeicoate caused a certain amount
of upheaval, and interest, when
they extended and upgraded therr

West Linton home

Woris Jemnifer Harper Phiciogaahs Jayne Emshey
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T AR by A stroke of Inck that Gavin and
Blarie=Daminicie Jefooals bought their
hoinie in Whesl Larctoad five yeurs ago. Gavin,
ane architect with Pepiciuik-based Jefoonte
Arwferson, had been oomunlssioned 1o degign
] baailil s extension foe the wiyTlic, micd=1900s
stone-buill end-terrace honse {5 the heart of
the village, However, hefore planning pernis-
abom el been granted, the owmers foond & new
propeeriy e offered Tindean for sie
“They were selling to friends of thebrs - T sald
Ehind was & shisane as roy wile wodld Towve bo Jise
b Weel Linton,” recalls Gavio. “Fortunsatedy for
s, the other sale fell throagh wod we did aoesl
with them.?
Gavin had coanpleted plans for the previois

oytier's extenglon bot amended them slighthy o
bbb #apit their osvai needs before lodging shaem
apain. Hevvever, 11 ook anather ten months be-
fome planming erois=ion was gramted, During
the wall the couple took the honse back o the
stoaie wills; re-wiced, npgradod he insulation
and moved Lhe stalrease,

Il 15 clear hee Jefeoples il ther baacts o
their hinne as 1t clalms many pleasant surpriges

Mo the glass halusteade that Teads op 1he
stairs and allows you (o sce frofn the kitchen
righl thraagh to the Toinge, tocthe inipaoried grey
[lalisgn porreelain fles ln the bathroom and the
suirpoined sound wad lighting offecis throghong
the house, However, the couple initlally boyed
with the idea of doing pothing to chaoge i

Clockwise

from main:
comlemporary
furnishings in
the lving room:
further views al
the living room,
including the
wood-Eaiming
shie; Ehe
triangular wing
exbemsion; e
diming takde amd
tub chairs are
from Dwell

“The house was very habitable when wo
bought it We had just gpent fone yerrs living
o 8 ikding site deing oor last honse s he
day thil we poowed in o this onme We both said
it would e very easy tocall dowit and nol do
wrlhing,” smilkes Gavin, “However thal feeling
Lasted a fow gecniyds and we quickly got gays in
ko pipe Uhee ovilings dhown. Wi roowed soape ol
thon waalls by just fonar dnches in order o make
the poonn #ges on the first Noor-work beetor”

He added: The original kitchen was 4 hricksd-
off corner of the lounze s was very sinall
When we stripped [ back, we pul & teniporary
kitchen o the lodge and Tived there with onr
o girls and a German shepherd for 12 months
kil planming pecmission was granled. We s
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‘We did give oul a few bottles
of wine to the neighbours as
thanks for putting up with us’

ax hadd boomewre oad to bodiday codtages for &
cr ple of monthe while we did the extension”

Being o a conservation aren, Vllegers wene 1o
doubl eurtons as to the alterations belng mads
el the sivle of «xtension phiomed, Gavin says
they quickly diseovered that they hid very sim-
paathetic noighioans

“We had 1o re-wire Lthe honse bl had Go gel
the road dug up momder to gel new elegin
cal mains cabling into the monse. We had st
oAl in, hod gkips ak the door saed bad ol
the road dug ap - we dld ghve out a few bottles
of Wit th the neighboirs as thanks for patting
npe with ns”

Meveriheless, 11 was the extension, which was
bl by Lesthian Design & Bulld, thal proved to
parsh the bonmdaries in berms of Gavins own
deslgn akills. lis partner, William Anderson,
cane v with the odging desizn, which Gavin
aeaked - bulll at & 45-degree angle, the rlangn-
L wing sitnply slod= anrbo the bk of the hoase,
st allewd g space [ the gaden for a patbo dnd
play area for the conple’s children - Madeleine,
five, and Sahine, three

“In termes of brideng old and nevs, he exen:
siogy |5 such g stark oconteasy” admits Gayvin “1L
s very bodd bait the planners wene happy with
that - a conservation area ks abont architectural
11 L EH

The new wing contains the dining kitchen,
which boasts wmmlerfloor heating sl o boiler
room of the gromand fheer, with the thivd bed-
oo aheve, The arigiial part of the hodze
clalma a large living coom and WLty on
thie groviaed Tevel, agad e hedrooans sued faemily
hathrooimn npstalra.

A lemg bank of woos] aid teimpensd gliss
units, Lopped with white Corlan and sguoare
pillar taps at the sink, crewste the wow fscior in
the kitchen. This ks accentuated by an ehngat-
e witedosy, which separates the floor aoad wall
ynits. The ronnd table and leather tob chairs
which neaily sl ndernesath nestle combort-
ghly in the space. while g blackboard-covered
tloewr = b in for the girls th O on - conoenls
the Bodler podnm;

“Tuesteaw] of tilimg, we swaited the ong win:
devwy to provide separation bebween the old stone
el Lhe pew swhite sqoare sbrictire, thoagh il
also servies a8 a light shelf for the kitchen,” says
Craredren, "When wie sgE ceswm at the tabde wie have &
birilliant wlew out to the greenery: The tahle and
chairs are froon Dewedl - they ace so comfortables,
W looked al aboul 306k Laps belore choosing Uhe
pallar ones = they are visshle throogh the Tong
windowr 20 they had tocbe right ™

raviin’s conpnitiment W doing the pob cight
extended oo the masler bedroom where Lhe
coil ple cleverly epesied conaeeated his samd hers
dressing rooms belind the bad. Every oo [n
thee tanrse i dnted whike, wWith ooboar edded
throgh careilly chosen palntings and soft for-
nisfings, oo flooring such s the oak hardwome
i e lonnge.

“Iavim & ipriead architect in termos of psantiag
white walls” tnughs Gavin.

“1 haves Dsedd codoiires] Tighting in sodne rooens

.

and we inberited some nice pictiores Frodan iy
wile's dad "

Having spenk five vears perieciing Liodesm, the
farmlly are oai the mwovte again, bt hope (o skay
within Wesi Linton, Gavan admits they will be
taking fond memories of Lhe howse wilh them.

“Inaring owr fimst Christinas [eie we sHlldidn'
have doors or windows, so hal Christmas din-
peer i the kitchen with the windoyys Basuda
. e smiles. *0n the day that the senffolding
canes dowiqn T gob hioie fronn work afler dack toe

Clackwise from
fope thie kitchen;
the Jefcastes;
one of the
bedrooms:

table; painting
and silverwane:
e master
bedrooe; the
chisc bakhroom

find v teail 1 the frost where peopde nd been
aleippdane o hienve o look ab the extensbon, We eal
it the Marnite extension as yon either love il
or hale i1, thingh ot Bo-yenr-okd man stoppeed
arpd sidd he thought it was wodndetfal "

e adids: “We do lowe the house — 1L s just a
hagepy bioaises, Te alucest Bias soanething spicitaal
abond [L" =
Lirvefoary Crolt Sosd, West Loodon, 1% for sale @ alfeds
cuer £AS0.000 throoph Starrock, Armetrong & Thomsan
{O1F] 220 402 weew salsohicibrs coim)
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