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YWards Jennifer Harper Pholographs Neil Hamna

A stonebuilt home on their Borders farm has been upgraded by
Hamish and Susie Dykes with a view to a very comfortable retirement

OR years, Hamish Dyvkes and iz wife
Suske have had the idea of restofing a
cottage on thebr 1,000-acre Peablesshine
farm with a view to L ane day becoming
their retirement home. Now, after 11 months of
hard work, they have finally achieved their goal,

The forward-thinking couple, who run South
SHpperficld Farm near Weat Linton, live (i the
sprowling farmbouse with their children. Rosie,
#, and Muordo, 2, but 1t (s to Hard gatehead
Cottage that they eventually sce themselves
FetrentiBE. 1L is sy Lo see why

The pre-18000 farm cottage sits on an old Boman
raad thad s throeh the G Mary Quesn of Seots
iz known to have travellad along here. The views are
spectacrtlar o s site of special scolentfle inerest aml
towamds Fechles, the Bronghton Heights and Digmar,
Bt the real charm of the cottage Hed in the ortzlnal
cratt and workmanship.

The conple didnt just apt for & simple refur
hishment. They have maxdmised the south-facing
cottape's unbgoe positbon by adding alarge barn.
styvle extension that rans the full length of the
front of the propery. creating a magnificent
open-plan coaking, dining and living space that
embraces & view of every [nch of the conntrysida
before it.

“For as long as | have known Hamlsh e has
wanted to do something with this cottage,” s0ys
Susie “The blgeest bsse for 0s was the fact thad
it is off the grid. However, off-grid power is much

better now and we can be more self-sinficlent,
whieh 15 why we chose to go down that road. |
vanted the Dutch barn effect for the extension
with the wood eladding and enrved pood with the
cormagated iron.”

Having managed to tap ko the grant system
through the Scottish Rural Development Pro-
gramme, the conple decided to make the cottage
as sclf-sufficient and as environmentally sus-
tafnable as possible. They opted to ereate tledr
o electricity with a wind turbine and decided
an awond pellet bolles, which fees the undaerioo:
heating. Behind the cottage, Hamish built a
wonsdlen carport and insnlated bodler honse whilkeh
donhles as a dryving amd boot room. Althonogh the
coftage has a private water supply, teey now ap
into the mains system

Having spent some thime seouring the country
for an architect who related to their ideas, they
et np with o just a few miles down the rosd
in Penicuik.,

“We spoke toarchitects from Ullapool to Lan-
cashire but went with Gavin Jefeoate at Jefeoate
Andersoen Architects” recalls Hamizh. “Cavin
was =0 enthusiastic and was as excited about the
crpbtage &5 wewere, He bronght in Lothian Desipgn
and Build to do the work."

Bdvas were thpoavn aroand antl] they all ageead
on the striking barm-style extension with an arched
rood, with the roof llned with cormgated Iron and
the exterior walls ¢lad with Scottish larch. Hamish
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was abde to inecorporate some salvaged and reclaimed
wioad, whichycarme frorm a forrmer gasomicker Tn (ilas-
gonw, Enio the build. He also commissioned o local
Caurpenber e mkake the dinlng tabde and bepelwes, and
a codfes table, out of the reclnimed timber,

The extenston locorpaorates a wood-hurning
stove and living spece which affords open views
throwgl expansive sheets of glass The other end
claims the kitchen and dining nrea A door leads
cant toca Javge deck, half of which |s covered with
a canopy that follows the line of the arched
oames on the inskde, An enelneered wooden
floor runs throvghowt the cottage, where hoth
doulte bed rooms have dirsct aceess to the gar
den, with the master bedroom now also bopsting
an e an e, The couple mandeed o salvage the
ariginal moll-top bath and had it re-enamelled. The
gecand hedroom was ereated ot of an existing
stone-built lean-to - they had to knock through
the three-foot thick wall to ereate the dooreay,

When work started on the cottage in Fane last vear,
the cntire ballding was stipped ont, damp-proafed
and insulated. An ol lean-to cxtension that honsed
thee kbt bad B0 be Fonocked deosm, bt some arde-
inal doors were ahla to be sphmpad, Other doors and
the windows were Imported from Scapdinavia, as
were the curved ghilam beams that haee been used
in the roof of the pew extension.

[respite-its rich history and =olid stonework,
when you [nitlally walk through the doar of
the cottage you are met by a surprisingly
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‘The cottage sits on
this old Roman road
which rans from

Edmbureh to Carhisle®
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The barn-siyle extension ks clad in
Scoftish larch. Opposite, clockwise
from kop left: an ariginal window
divides the living space; the re-
enamelled roll-op Bath; a bedroons
the kitchen space with bespalke table

coftlemporary scene, with the hallway opes
to the full roof height and a glass halustrade lead-
ing np toa mezzanine lolt podm wileh (5 a thled
sbeeping space. The conple are presently renting
Ehe cotiags out for |:|ulI-:L:1|'-.' fels.

*The ecottage sits on this old Foman road which
puns frem Edinbargh to Carlisle and we get lots
of walkers, horse riders and day trippers coming
along here,” says Suabe, “We have had s0 many
poople come to us asking if wo would sell the cot-
e bxt 1t s gt [ the middie of the farm sowe
would mot zell it It issuch a lovely spot that we
decided to wse it for boliday bets untl) we retire,
We had our first holidaymakers on Good Fridoy
and we have been full sknee then.”

Exsie took lots of photographs of the sumonnding
ares and Hvestoek and has (samed them for the
witlls of the cottage. She has also hand-picked
Eierms - such as her mothers old fding bools, asel
of antigque leather saitcases and a reclaimed pew
kel eame Trom Carlaps Chnrch - that add o vhe
coftage's rustic charm. Hamish too insisted on
some itlrky recyeled furnlshings for the living
space — namelya cable dnam which is wsed ns a cod-
feo tabde and a 10808 leather swivel chair and
footstoo] which he bought on eBay for £3040.

“This propect was very mnch about Use cotiage,
though [ would love 1o be living in it just now,”
sayvs Hamish. In the meantiove. all the bard work
that he amd Swsie pot into breathing fresh e into
Hapdgatehead Cottage 15 all for the pheasure of
holidaprmakers:
h'.lrug.':llnllr.uil'l":lﬂ‘l'.lgr.' (G968 651 503
wn havdgatehead com )l feleaate Anderson Archifects
anred Lpthban Deessbgn aned Bubl) are ehbbting af the Soothich
Homebuilding & Rencovading Show at the SECE, Glaspow
15-16 Moy (wiwmpeliengte-anderson. oo ok, wwidh-

i couk; FHpcEcofland homehinldingshow couk)
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The lving room with wood pellet
baiker and Scandinavian curved
beames, maim, Above, Hamish and
Sushe Dylees o Uhe deck: a thind
bedroom was created im the loft
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