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The Barrs decided to
pace themselves when
it came to refurbishing
their home. Now they
intend to spend even
more time enjoying the
fruits of their labours

Clockwise from above: view to the decking
froen the living resm; rooflights Aood the
kitchen with light: the attic bedroom; the new
staircase; the exterior of ihe exbension

OMETIMES it takes thime o gel

o ko L prrogeerciy After sori-

ing any necessary basica, how

flox Y¥oui piapieove it and get Lhe
aeconimodation you need out of the
batikling? Diebirie aopd Gomlon Barr dhe-
clided e take Inspliration {rom nelgh-
hovaring propeectios after they bonghi
thekr W0s hungalow on the sonth side
of Eflinhuirgh,

[he souple, both IT anahsts, boaghl
the b roann Besose Do Janes 20
and guickly discovered thal b needod
cemppletely reswiced sand a full centeal
heating system. They spent o months
gpeiting these pszentials fixed befors
muewing in with their son Callan, now
1T, o] getting to ko thedr Toatie

Hiverever, ten vears on amd the family
has fully made it their own, aaad mow
enjoy & apackons fonr-hedroom home
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with sieek kitchen opening inte a sun
tosnin that bossis bespoke moof lights
anad diowoes that (30 this portion of the
hicwise with natural d:aylight

“When we ght the honse 1L was
sitick b the 197087 recalls Debbrie <
had ald-fashioned siorage healing so we
hawd Eor et gas installed inbo the hose
for the new central heating and bodler
Al the tme we just livesl amoiimd the
cormer so it was handy b come b wd
aiak while that work was being dome”

The Barrs took & long-term apgaosaeh
Loy the Boaese = npstend of mpging ot
the kitchen and replaciig i1, they choae
to Tive with the adaben] vnits ontil they
wirked ol ow best to extend gy bt
the aktic spads,

“Firsthy we wanted bto make sure we
bl enoigh fmoney [or that kind of
project” recalla Diebhic. “1 spent aome

time looking al similar bungalows 1n
the siresy o pdentify whicte people were
putling in a staircase when they ool-
vertied the atbic, Wi Tooked a1 varions
options bk o the end realised that the
Toeeah plie: Biar s bo ik the strdmcaee was
where our old kitchen was. This meant
wir Tl o relocbe the ktchen”

Al this stage, In June 2008, the smi-
ple brought in architeet Williaa Amder-
e Of Jefooate Aaderson whio cane up
with plams tor exterdd the propetiy ol
tomesl the adfodning garage, creating a
new kakehen, wkility roonn samd sin e,
with doors gpEening dicectly onl bt the
garlen, & door was also creatal giving
access froim the garge o the il As
thre staircase was positioned (o the old
kitchen, it allowed maximnm space up-
sliirs o o sulditiona] Bedrorans aaud
an en-auite bathroom. However, again
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keoplng an eye on finanee, the conple
upHesd o e the wiorks in twio phases
“Willlam designed the extension bl
ceseniaally helpeed us keep it within our
badget, The first phase, which hyvolyved
taking oot the odd kitchen, putting in
the stairease ol building the extension
il new kitchen, took ahoit 12 weeks,”
recialls ebbie, *When that was eom-
pHeben] e adicided toeoergiod? the down-
stairs for & while belore we started work

arn the hesfrownrs mnoid
bathroom upstaies.
Phase Pwo shried in
Spplember Fasl year
it bk abood caghi
weeks o finish”

Debshie was vety
clear during the de-
sizgm process that sle
did not want & con-
sErvaory, Fiid pres
ferred 1o have poof Leghts In both e
kitchen woed son e, Ehe alzo waagbed
while gloes nnits, almig with o conthi-
tistlisnnk of prill-oan Tarder umits aiml deep
drawers for maximom sorage.

Having instadled s inwe e hoase,
she opted for Both an electrie hob ad
#a5 bamern, wo ovens, an Americi
larder fridge and wine cooler
BEeeping o fifm e op her bidgel, the
six-metre-long worktops mesnt thai

she had to make some cntbacks. “My
bailcler Jim MeCrimmesud, of For
Property Bervices, Installed the kiwchen
fiar me, [ wonld have liked marble o
eranite bl the worktops are so very
lomg that T hand o choose o grey gram-
[te-effect Lop™ she says “T wonld have
liked vmeleriioor heating and a tiled
{lawar towy Bt Jim sabd it woukd be very
expensive, soin the end e sigegesbed
a laminate tile that looks like marble.
Jiny's alviee saved noe o lot of meniey,
meaning I oould pot extra into more
Temig-terin things like the scli-cleaning
rosf light=s and doors”

AL The s time as coanpleting the
extenglon, the conple took the appor-
Lnity to refisrhish the Ball el living
powsrn putting down g mew wooden
Mewwr tor rom thireiagh both, They also in-
slalled double doors leading from the
Tawinng rowninn ko Ehee hablway wond replaced
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thie il ks fipepiacs with an At Deco
fireplace wnd fire basker Ooiside is ag
alcoye thad is barilk under the vverhanzg
f the extension. T wanied some kind
of seating arci incorporaked ™ sy
Debiic,

Thee conapde alser pe-Erirfad the ganlen
and installed a stepped deck avomms] the
rear of the hoase, onnecting fhe Tive
ing roon and sun room, However, they
oMt fior A recyeksd plaghc decking that
requlres milnimal malntenane:,

"The decking was expensive bocise
iLis recyeled but i bhas heen adimired so
maAny tinwes” Debbie saes, "1 bal also
spotted a groy cladding that was being
tmel] o A haklding prodeet i Calambon
- I liked b and wanted the extension
cladd with it Jim mepavaged tooged it for
me, even thoeugh (Vs useally jnst ased
ofL corireredal progects”

T years on and Debbie amd Goedon
are happy that they have Liken e b
gel by Knoww thedr hoane — amd are cer-
iy goiting the moest ook of i

1 il have a few nwore projects that 1
winntl] Tike frealng ke Ehe drivessy amd
front gardeny,” admits Delbhle. “But we

duisl e this wres aned (s so convenicil

for Ue ety bypass, park and local shogs.
There really i= 10 peson for ds fo e,
Pedsple say tous that the Dnprevements
wiz have midde will elp bhe sale of the
honse bot we don’t want o sell, We
have doae all of this work parely for
curselves. This |5 our home™ #

Jefooate Anderson Architects (105968 BA245
v efcole-andersaf ook Foswen Properdy
Services (E! infoiforumph.com)
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Bathtime 1sn’t bathy;
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