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Clockwise from abowe: stairs that could
presind 3 challenge in the dark: the Eamily
Bsthroom complete with personal tomckes;
Med im Ehe sitting room; garden acoess
from the living area; Fiona's light and
Bright E40.000 kichen and apen-plan
lving-diming space; faenlly photographs
decorale a supporting pillar in the kitchen

Fiona Duncan likes a challenge. Which is just as well,
as she and her partner Neil have replaced everything
in their family home, right down to the kitchen sink
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HEN Fhoa Dnnsean bought her

foiirtsed ronsin, sedni-detachl

hone, within a leafy suburh

Clome s Edinbuirghs Roval

Bolanle Crardens. she conbdn't
Basline Tier Tnck, Bk havimme ocoaerabidadexd liersolf
ofl secnnng a peoparty during Edliborgh’s boom
peetion] at the el o che 19090, ske fodnd thal 5
full s evstly petucklshnent was necessary.

Al the tidne, it was neally Il o get w proge
crty ln Bdinburgh wnd peogle were payiicg mas-
SEVE oIS for suveys” necalls Fions, mnam e
Lucy, 11, Hannah, 5, aed Humish, 4. 90 loved this
Hosmime: Lhe ainate [ spow 1k bt soaneosne s daope
a good whitewash o 1L 1t was a wreck — It haad
oy ol wensbwasrrng sear narne 19, it el ie Every
bt of wiwon], every abdrting bosvd, every jokal had
s e taken ol T bl & joiner wha praclically
llved] here for a year &8 he came every day s
replaced wll the woos], SWhedr we polled wup ghe
fimo in-the kichen there was dry pot, We weri

Just abont mlling thiovgh Ehe foaos”

Slting n trosd of Flona's open ooal fine o her
Havely Hght-filled Kilehea, 1t is had o recognise
the property (rom this deseripiion. 8he has clear-
I given it aonew leage of lifis On iwsing in, the
first task, bn additon o treating he woodworm
annd i ok, wias b kpock deswm) Le Jesr=to at the
beaicky of the hotse, then replivee the kltelien. She
alto installed doable-plazed wooden saeh and
case window and bailt a double garage.

W kiewcki] dedwnn the Tesseaestds ] decated ko
gl & comservatory so 1 bronght in Moeclewskl &
Wlntray: for the conservatory and windows,” shie
revalls, “Buashwerth & Rose installed ooy kilchen:
ATl thiat indtind waork ook aboail o yesr, which is
wiven I started to nin oot of Toney™

TL-haas ko be bl that Fiena i 8 woian with
wery goied fdste and a natural eyve for abylim. Hexn
SR wonden kitchen boasts black granite
'-'.-ll-'.kl1l|l.h ansd & Faleon FHIES FIHHEET, whieh =it
akofe mestic antigoe ook flooring. Aroaand five
years age when Fiona amd her solleilor partnes
Medl MacArthor decided W give the Boose s
sevodnd refurbishment, they upxdated the kitchen
tniks by padn g them white

They alse decided e ge against the gealn by
retmeiviE The Mosokowski & Murray conseraingy
that they had installed and exteqd ont, crealing a
farmily sitting rowmp ol Lhes kitchen with ainet o
cess o the gardetr, They oeoved doors g walls
aremiind-oay the seeond Qoo o give Lisey her owin
e sulte, penwed & bath trom the downstairs loi-
Ted fer epeinbe o Bareer choiknodn ] rrmesd hadf
of the donble garge Dot a playrooa.

W W Do B ooase rvitory dost e gave
it Aoy Lo soancdae wiheo wias ahle bo re-fic e st
wis recyelsd” similes Fions. “MNedl i= fdends wilh
Willkam Andersoar ol Jefeoate Anderson Archl-
ferts g0 e o ok o bave o ook, We just saud
it wee wamabed mwore lght o the honse aad WID-
lisien e ape with w plan,”

The sloping. Wled roof on the kitehen was
lifeel i and opened 1up b dodhle ceiling
height, with high windows insialled to o
the poom with light. The sitting mooan Leds
ol frofn the kitchen and enjoys varions uses
throaghont  the yvear, with a lamge, dream
Lshaped sofs providing summer seating. Both
oS feadiiee artwork, creatiad by the ¢hildren,
with & central pillar in the kichen having becn
cushnnised with black el white plsdos

T ot the klds o look ool thedr 1a-
womirite pacbores o phobooogy Do We
thenghick them to Lthe pallar” sas Flona
W st keep mlding ot theres cve
rything foom old school photos 1o plc-
tirires of family wind fricnds on there” She
aubids: “In the winiler we move the cream

sirfa initer the katchen, T miakes il onsier

Throughont the house, Fiona has
tlever]ly used o paleite of Codedics
that flow from room o moom — from
the  momochrome  wallpaper  and
cheguered tles W the vestboke o the
bilaucls maa] white phobogragds of the chil
dres Flona ok herself and huog by the
hallwsry, to the use of Farmowy & Ball's
el White and Mew White on the nange
whitll= aned woeslvork, She swliled a black
alate conl fre here, along with cream
wid broswn Testher sofas and throws
fromut Anta for a splash of eolour,

The domple addm] a8 oope Baoister to
the steep Victorian staggered staircise
that Temds g o the top flooe Ihis
wiotlld have been Lhe muid's room bn the
original property, The Gy compacs
the stalrcase b & step mackine a1 the
v a8 i provices o 'good] workoil,
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Clockwise fram top keft: nto the garden;
Farrow & Ball wivites, 2 black slate coal
fire and leather sofa in tee bounge; Flona
and Hamish in the airy kitchen

Fioma has a penchant tor guirky ac
chessnrias foer wilkh il 1950s diner phaoie
stting close o a grandfather click in
the hall, & i church pew arguirel
o an Edinbamrgh chureh for 250 — [s
inn the gandens in the sumpmer ik cones
Indewirs i winter, She also ool s-
cinpd Ceinbier Firse o Dastall lghting
that throws colitmms of green and ponk
dlonwn hes sitkine resmomn Waills,

Hamish's en snlte fonlnres g seb-
tThemed moral and Looy's hedmoan
walls are covered with cow prints. Ha-
mads bexfron hies a low four-posier herd
with Designer Guild enrtains that Flona
picked upin acharity shop foe £10, The
foeal centrepiece of the master bednoom
1% Kb Arn] S0 T Resd onsben slergh el
aovered with Orla Kiely bedding:

Citsicle, mesioowhile, as well as megplant
ing the entlre garden, Fiona has apent
thres Yeurs digging a 140 haole so that
the children’s trampedlne can be sunk
tey grewinnid Bewel, “T0 waas & giead prodect
Opee Lthe ehildren are all at school 1
wintle] Jowve i goe Joitn sonee ki of in-
teclor design — 1 have Just doae ap oy
bmthers flak i Bdinburgh s

Aml having spenl 12 years pertecling
fer avwt e ol aelapring it as her
farnily has grown, would she be happy
fon o thegh all the brisls of rerossits
Ing agzaln? “T-do bove may house bul if the
right ety ciome dpe with the sae
Kinul of potentlal then Iwoold definitely
w o £1
Jedoogle dnderson Arcilitects ({068 625
i o Foost he-anclevs o ook
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Come see
the _ f U1 Nniture

Berkeley Chesterfield

Fton Tub Chair

Gainshorough Swivel Chair Drector Swivel Chair

The Largest Display Of
Quality Furniture in the UK

open 7 days

Bankhead Avenue, Sighthill, Edinburgh, EH11 4BY
Tel: 0131 453 3222

www.shapesfurniture.co.uk
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